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More from Polly Bath 

    If you would like to receive free 
weekly bite-size behavior tips via 
email from behavior consultant 
Polly Bath subscribe to her      
Videos & Articles:  
www.CristiaLesher.com/polly-
bath/ 

 PARCC Task Prototypes and  
Samples for ELA/Literacy and Math  

have been released 

The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC), a 19-state consortium work-
ing together to create next generation assessments, released sample items for both English Language Arts/
Literacy and Mathematics. The sample items will show teachers how PARCC is developing tasks to measure 
the critical content and skills found in the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). 
 

According to the PARCC website (http://www.parcconline.org/ ) the sample items have undergone PARCC's 
rigorous review process to ensure quality and demonstrate the content that will be 
on the assessments in 2014-2015. The primary focus for sharing samples of PARCC 
items is to provide teachers with information about the assessment system as the 
State of Massachusetts transitions to the Common Core State Standards and the 
PARCC tests. The samples presented here are designed to shine a light on im-
portant elements of the CCSS and to show how critical content in the standards 

may appear in PARCC’s next-generation, technology-based assessments. 
 

Use the link below to view ELA and math prototypes and samples questions.   

http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes 

   Professional Development  

Opportunities 

Massachusetts FOCUS Academy Fall 2013 
Registration is open for Fall 2013 Massachusetts 
FOCUS Academy (MFA) courses.  

      Courses begin the first week of October,   
      and many fill up quickly. Follow this link   

      http://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/mfa/  to   
      learn more about individual courses.   
      To Register connect to the DSAC Professional   
      Development website.   Enrollment forms are  
      due Friday, September 20th,  2013. 
 

The district will continue 
to provide support for 
teachers during year two of 
the Teacher Evaluation 
Process.  Programs and 
dates TBD. 

News from Curriculum,  Accountability  
and Professional Development  

Professional 

Development 

In the Headlines 

“At the start of another school year, parents, remem-
ber: if we never give our children permission to get 
things wrong, they're unlikely to ever learn how to 
get things right.”   
 

~ Op-Ed Contributor;  The Risk Pool;   
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